Anaphylactic reactions with intravenous vitamin K: lessons from the bedside.
Vitamin K is used as a correction factor to avert the risk of bleeding due to warfarin overdose. Among the reported complications of this therapy, the most serious one is the anaphylactic cardiovascular collapse caused by intravenous infusion of the drug. We report herein a patient with over-anticoagulation from warfarin use and a subcapsular renal bleeding who developed a fatal anaphylactic shock after vitamin K administration via slow intravenous infusion. Vigilance with the intravenous formulation of this agent should always be sought in order to prevent fatal outcomes, especially in patients with severe comorbidities.